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the aim, which alone can be responsible for the reawakening
of the mother-imago, Adler, for example, raises numerous
objections of this sort against Freud's theory. In my work,
The Psychology of the Unconscious, I tried to do justice to
both views, though not explicitly, and met for my pains the
accusation from both sides of holding an obscure and dubious
position. In this I share the fate of the neutrals in the war,
to whom even good faith was often denied. What to the
causal view is fact to the final view is symbol; and conversely,
what to the one standpoint is essential is to the other
inessential.1 We are therefore forced to resort to the
antinomic postulate, and to consider the world also as a
psychical phenomenon. Certainly it is indispensable for
science to know how things are in themselves, but even
science cannot escape the psychological conditions of know-
ledge ; and psychology must be peculiarly alive to these
conditions. Since the mind also possesses the final view,
to adopt the purely causal attitude to psychical phenomena
is psychologically inadmissible, not to mention the all too
familiar monotony of its one-sided interpretations.
The symbolical explanation of causes is a necessity for the
differentiation of the mind; since the facts, without this
conception, have the quality of immutable substances that
rigidly and constantly operate, as we can see, for example,
in Freud's old trauma-theory. Cause alone makes no develop-
ment possible. For the mind the reductio ad causam is the
very opposite of development; it holds the libido fast in
the elementary facts. From the standpoint of rationalism this
is alHhat can be desired, but from the standpoint of the mind
it is a lifeless and comfortless boredom—though naturally
it must never be forgotten that for many people it is absolutely
necessary to keep the libido close to facts. But in so far as
1 Silberer has evolved a similar point of view in his analytical
and synthetic interpretation of symbols. Silberer, Problems of
Mysticism and its Symbolism, Kegan Paul & Co. (Problems der
Mystik und Ihrer Symbolik, Hugo Heller & Co.)

